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Emphasis	by	isolation

The	focal	point	is	created	by	space	or	distance	from	other	objects	in	the	piece	of	art	work.	Emphasis	by	isolation	is	created	by	placement.	If	you	place	an	object	apart	from	others,	then	it	becomes	the	focal	point.	In	this	image,	The	shapes	are	all	together	except	for	the	blue	square.	The	viewer	is	instantly	drawn	to	it	because	its	by	itself.	This	is
emphasis	by	isolation.	Emphasis	by	Isolation-the	focal	point	is	isolated	in	a	way	from	the	rest	of	the	piece-sometimes	by	a	barrier,space,	or	even	by	value	(light/dark)The	viewer's	eye	is	drawn	to	the	glass	in	the	corner	of	the	image.	While	the	glass	is	associated	with	the	other	items	it	becomes	the	focal	point,	isolated	image,	since	it	is	set	off	to	the	side
with	nothing	right	beside	it.	Emphasis	Emphasis	is	when	a	particular	feature	takes	the	attention	of	the	viewer.	Contrast		Contrast	is	creating	emphasis	by	pointing	out	vast	differences	in	a	work.		There	is	major	contrast	shown	between	the	large	central	figure	and	the	smaller	figures	below	it.	The	largeness	of	the	main	figure	draws	the	viewer	in	and
emphasizes	the	power	and	authority	it	has	over	the	other	figures.		Piero	Della	Francesca,	Madonna	of	Mercy,	1445-1455,	oil	and	tempera	on	wood,		This	painting	creates	contrast	by	placing	a	large,	light,	striped	area	amidst	an	area	of	deep	blue.	The	difference	in	pattern	and	color	force	the	reader	to	focus	on	the	striped	square	rather	than	the	piece	as
a	whole.	Poteet	Victory,	Symbols	of	Manifest	Destiny,	1999,	oil	and	mixed	media	on	canvas,		Isolation	Isolation	is	creating	emphasis	on	a	part	of	a	work	by	isolating	it	from	the	rest.	The	character	in	the	bottom	left	corner	is	emphasized	because	it	is	a	further	distance	from	the	other	characters	in	the	work.	The	eye	is	drawn	to	it	because	it	is	not	unified
with	the	rest.		Pablo	Picasso,	Family	of	Saltimbanques,	1905,	oil	on	canvas,		In	this	work	the	woman	figure	is	isolated	from	the	rest	of	the	painting	because	she	is	off	to	the	side	and	does	not	match	the	pattern	of	the	flowers	that	take	up	the	majority	of	the	piece.	Edgar	Degas,	Woman	Leaning	Near	a	Vase	of	Flowers,	1865,	oil	on	canvas,		Placement
Placement	is	emphasis	of	a	part	of	a	work	through	the	location	on	the	object.	Objects	in	the	center	of	the	piece	will	be	noticed	first,	with	objects	touching	the	edge	of	the	work	following	behind.		The	train	coming	from	the	fireplace	in	this	piece	is	emphasized	but	the	central	placement.	The	eye	is	drawn	straight	to	the	center,	where	the	point	of	intended
emphasis	is.	Rene	Margritte,	Time	Transfixed,	1938,	oil	on	canvas,		The	eye	is	drawn	to	the	lack	of	content	emphasized	in	the	center	of	the	piece.	Franco	Mueller,	Adjoining	lot	#5,	2008,	acrylic	on	canvas,		Artist:	Andrew	WyethTitle	of	Work:	Christina’s	WorldYear	Produced:	1948Medium:	Tempera	on	Gessoed	paperSource	of	Image:	27s_World	Pleural
effusion	as	the	initial	clinical	presentation	in	disseminated	cryptococcosis	and	fungaemia:	an	unusual	manifestation	and	a	literature	review.	Chen	M,	Wang	X,	Yu	X,	Dai	C,	Chen	D,	Yu	C,	Xu	X,	Yao	D,	Yang	L,	Li	Y,	Wang	L,	Huang	X.	Chen	M,	et	al.	BMC	Infect	Dis.	2015	Sep	22;15:385.	doi:	10.1186/s12879-015-1132-4.	BMC	Infect	Dis.	2015.	PMID:
26395579	Free	PMC	article.	Review.	Emphasis	is	what	makes	part	of	a	composition	stand	out.	Artists	and	designers	can	emphasise	something	in	various	ways	which	include	using	its	position,	using	converging	lines,	or	by	making	it	unusual.	Now	that	we’ve	seen,	understood,	and	appreciated	the	value	of	the	Gestalt	principles,	let’s	build	on	our	grasp
of	those	and	explore	something	else.	It’s	important	to	have	a	good	grounding	in	the	Gestalt	laws	before	moving	on,	because,	from	knowing	how	to	apply	those,	we	can	improve	our	designs	even	further,	using	emphasis.	[check	the	Where	to	Learn	More	section,	at	the	end	of	the	article,	for	the	links	to	the	3	Gestalt	articles]	Emphasis	is	a	strategy	that
aims	to	draw	the	viewer’s	attention	to	a	specific	design	element.	That	could	be	to	an	area	of	content,	to	an	image,	to	a	link,	or	to	a	button,	etc.	We	see	emphasis	used	in	most	fields	of	design,	including	architecture,	landscape	design,	and	fashion	design.	Emphasis	surrounds	us,	even	if	you	might	not	realize	that	it’s	called	“emphasis”.	However,	we	are
sure	that	you	can	recall	some	of	these	“emphasized”	elements	without	too	much	effort!	Reading	on,	you’ll	see	how	common	they	are.	The	aim	is	to	create	a	focal	point	in	the	design:	an	eye-catching	part	that	stands	out,	distinct	from	the	rest	of	the	design	elements.	You	can	use	lines,	shapes,	colors,	textures,	size,	etc.,	as	well	as	many	other	elements	to
create	emphasis.	Most	often,	we	use	emphasis	to	drive	a	call	to	action	(e.g.,	a	sign-up,	purchase,	or	login	button,	etc.).	Design	elements	to	create	emphasisAs	a	designer,	you	have	many	tools	to	create	emphasis	in	your	product.	Let’s	just	see	some	of	them	now:	Lines	–	Many	designers	use	a	specific	linear	flow	to	determine	the	overall	direction	of	the
page.	When	you	change	this	flow,	you	call	attention	to	the	point	on	the	page	where	the	flow	is	broken.	For	example,	if	your	design	uses	horizontal	lines	and	if	you	break	the	pattern	and	use	a	vertical	line,	it	will	stand	out	as	a	point	where	attention	is	required.	This	is	automatic	–	the	human	eye	will	catch	it;	so,	it’s	important	that	you	make	the
distraction	meaningful.	Shapes	–	If	you	are	using	a	group	of	similar	shapes	on	a	page	(say,	rectangles),	then	using	a	different	shape	(say,	a	circle)	will	instantly	draw	the	eye.	The	eye	loves	to	go	to	find	something	different	straightaway.	Many	puzzles	and	fun	memes	on	the	internet	challenge	us	to	find	the	different	shape	in	a	sea	of	many	shapes	which
are	the	same	as	each	other	but	only	slightly	different	from	it.	Colors	-	A	shift	in	color	can	create	a	focal	point	in	a	design.	The	more	contrasting	the	change,	the	more	the	point	demands	the	viewer’s	attention.	Softer	contrasts	can	gradually	draw	attention	from	one	area	to	the	next.	Your	choice	of	color	should	be	in	keeping	with	how	you	want	your	users
to	proceed	on	your	page.	Loud	or	dramatic	color	contrasts	will	make	their	eyes	“jump”;	softer	shifts	will	allow	them	to	move	more	leisurely,	so	you	can	keep	a	calmer	information	flow.	Textures	-	You	can	also	use	the	texture	of	a	website	design	to	draw	attention	to	an	element.	For	example,	you	can	use	an	embossed	effect	to	emphasize	areas	in	text.	Or,
in	another	example,	you	can	use	drop	shadowing	to	make	an	area	stand	out	on	the	page.	Mass	–	You	can	use	color	or	shape	to	suggest	“heaviness”	too.	For	example,	using	a	dark-colored	element	within	a	brightly	colored	page	is	likely	to	emphasize	the	dark-colored	element	against	the	rest	of	the	content.	You	can	see	this	in	headline	and	title	text	in
written	content	on	almost	every	website.	Design	principles	that	facilitate	emphasisAuthor/Copyright	holder:	Mya	Jamila.	Copyright	terms	and	licence:	CC	BY-NC-SA	2.0	We	have	seen	how	breaking	the	flow	of	a	design	element	can	help	you	create	emphasis.	Let’s	see	now	how	“breaking”	design	principles	can	also	help	you	with	the	purpose	of	creating
a	focal	point.	Yes,	we’re	going	to	break	some	laws,	but	don’t	worry	–	there	is	much	to	profit	from	this	and	no	penalty	for	doing	it!	Balance	-	The	use	of	balance	or	symmetry	grants	equal	weight	to	objects	used	in	a	design.	However,	breaking	that	balance	by	using	an	asymmetric	arrangement	of	elements	can	draw	attention	to	where	the	point	of
imbalance	occurs.	That	point	of	imbalance	is	useful	for	you	as	a	designer;	it’s	where	you	should	think	about	inserting	your	most	valuable	image	or	message.	Proximity	–	According	to	Gestalt	psychology,	the	law	of	proximity	says	that	we	perceive	elements	that	are	near	to	each	other	as	a	single	group.	If	you	can	isolate	an	element	from	that	group,	you
can	call	attention	to	it.	This	is	your	way	of	shining	a	spotlight	on	that	“rebel”	element.	Why	do	you	want	to	make	it	different?	Is	it	because	it’s	carrying	your	design’s	main	point	or	punch	line?	Well,	now	is	your	chance:	take	this	cool	individual	and	show	why	it’s	not	running	with	the	herd.	Alignment	-	Aligning	elements	in	a	design	offers	a	simple	flow	for
the	eye	to	follow.	We	do	this	with	text	in	content	(for	example).	We	like	text	if	it’s	aligned	or	justified;	we	don’t	like	having	to	jump	around	from	line	to	line	if	the	first	and	last	words	are	poking	into	the	margins.	If	you	add	an	element	that	is	not	aligned,	you’ll	call	attention	to	it.	Remember	that	the	human	eye	loves	to	trace	roads,	pathways,	and	rivers
along	what	it	sees.	The	instant	you	break	that	sequence,	the	eye	will	want	to	know	why!	While	you’ve	got	a	guaranteed	audience	held	captive	with	your	break	in	alignment,	you’ve	got	a	prime	opportunity	to	make	a	statement	with	your	different,	standout	element.	Repetition	–	Repeating	a	design	element	again	and	again	in	a	design	leads	the	eye	to
follow	that	element.	It’s	a	great	tool,	especially	in	that	you	can	have	an	army	of	elements	(notice	that	I’m	trying	to	encourage	you	to	keep	your	designs	ordered	–	we	don’t	want	unruly	crowds!).	The	user’s	eye	will	trace	over	the	design,	accepting	the	orderliness	of	repetition...	until,	gradually,	he	or	she	may	notice	something	different.	What	happened?
You	used	repetition	to	draw	someone’s	attention	to	a	specific	area	of	the	screen.	It	could	be	a	series	of	archways	that	gradually	ends	at	a	town	square,	with	a	fountain,	or	it	could	be	open	air	in	which	you	can	insert	your	message.	The	sameness	of	repetition	frames	it	for	you,	and	for	them,	to	great	effect.	Contrast	–	We	designers	often	use	contrast
subtly	in	our	designs,	but	when	two	areas	starkly	contrast	with	each	other,	the	eye	will	be	drawn	to	one	area	or	the	other.	You	can	use	this	to	call	attention	to	two	specific	actions	(either	of	which	might	further	the	objectives	of	the	site’s	creator).	For	example,	you	might	want	someone	to	create	an	account	or	buy	a	product.	The	“trick”	here	is	to
understand	which	colors	play	best	off	each	other	to	match	the	strength	of	contrast	you	want.	A	call	to	action	will	want	a	stronger	contrast	(such	as	a	blue/purple	button	on	a	yellow	background)	than	a	more	casual	“Did	you	know?”	area.	White	Space	–	We	remember	our	old	friend	white	space	(sometimes	called	“whitespace”).	We	can	also	use	it	to	call
attention	to	an	area.	Most	designs	will	use	a	consistent	amount	of	white	space	(remember	that	white	space	does	not	have	to	be	white	–	it	can	be	any	background	color)	to	enable	a	visual	flow	through	content.	By	increasing	white	space	around	an	area,	you	break	that	flow	and	catch	the	viewer’s	attention.	While	this	can	all	seem	just	to	be	common
sense,	remember	that	common	sense	is	the	least	common	of	the	senses!	We	often	go	too	far	to	look	for	a	solution,	making	life	hard	for	ourselves	because	we’re	reading	too	much	into	a	design.	Meanwhile,	the	answer	was	just	there,	right	before	us,	achieved	by	tweaking	a	specific	element	or	principle	of	the	design.	Don’t	make	it	a	problem;	trust	in	the
guaranteed	eye-to-brain	traits	of	your	users:	they’ll	“get”	it.	The	Take	AwayFor	most	websites	and	apps,	we	designers	use	emphasis	as	a	call	for	action.	We	can	use	tools	to	create	emphasis,	such	as:	Lines	Colors	Shapes	Textures	Mass	Furthermore,	we	can	facilitate	emphasis	“breaking”	with	design	principles	such	as:	Balance	Proximity	Alignment
Repetition	Contrast	White	space	In	turn,	emphasis	facilitates	user	interaction	with	the	areas	that	the	design	team	deem	important.	We’re	sure	that	you	can	easily	picture	these	types	of	focal	points,	such	as	“Buy	Now”	or	“Subscribe	Here”	buttons.	You’ve	probably	noticed	that	these	are	often	in	standout	colors	(red,	orange,	or	yellow	are	very	popular)
and	have	large,	emphatic	fonts	on	the	buttons.	As	a	user	experience	designer,	you	need	to	have	a	clear	idea	of	the	call	to	action	you	want	to	emphasize.	You	also	want	to	be	clear	about	which	design	elements	and	principles	you	can	use	to	create	this	focal	point	to	take	the	best	advantage	of	it.	Lastly,	here	is	one	more	piece	of	common	sense	to	bear	in
mind:	emphasis	is	relative.	For	one	element	to	stand	out,	there	must	be	another	that	lies	behind	it.	Nothing	can	be	alone,	and	nothing	happens	in	a	vacuum.	You	need	at	least	two	elements	to	play	off	one	another	to	entice	the	user’s	eye.	Playing	with	emphasis	in	early	design	iterations	can	be	a	great	way	to	get	your	team	members,	boss,	stakeholders,
or	client	to	reach	a	compromise.	Not	everything	can	stand	out,	and	emphasizing	too	many	elements	can	saturate	your	design,	diluting	the	important	areas	while	confusing	the	user,	who	won’t	stay	to	try	and	figure	it	out.	This	is	why	visually	playing	with	this	dominant	element	can	be	helpful	in	making	everyone	commit	to	what	is	important.	References
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